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United States Department of the Interor

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Washinglon, D C 20240

in Reply Refer To:

FWS/LE 036753 JUN 0 3 2008
The Henorable Richard 3. Lugar
United States Jenate

Waslingtion, 17,07 20514

Dorar Sveater Lugar:

Thank you for your lemsr of Apnl 25, 2008, regarding the conccrns of WYOUL cnsiuen

S oot the status of a 1.8, Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) investgation o pot
vitlations of the Endangered Speeics Act (ESA) by two sireus mdustry ogerations lecated in Flonda and
Taxas,

The Servies first learned of these possibie violations late Jast surmmer and began investigating this mater
when we were contacted by mvestigators with the U.S. Departitent of Agriculture’s {USDA)Y Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Senvice (APHIS). These officers were looking inlo 2 complaini cotcerning the
inhumane ocatment of two Argian elephants beld by u eitcos (a vielstion of the Animal Welfara Act) when
they came across infarmation suggesting that the unimals may have been #01d in interatate sommerce.
Aliegrivms conusrnng such a sxle were also brought o our swention bry 2 representalive from (o Delenee
of Antnals, a noaprofit group promoting animal welfara,

Asign elephants arc listed a5 endangered under the ESA. Under this Jawe, it 1s tllegal for anvone subjest to
the junisdictron of the Tnited States 1 seil, or offer to sell, sy endungered species in intersi@te or foveigy
sl iEat

A Servive cpevial agent in Florida is conducting an officsl myestigation ints the allegations that the
clephants in qusstion were onlawfully sotfd in violation of the ESA, Our agemt, who is working in close
cooperation with AFHIS investigators, has performed un in-depth review of TISDA reports related 1o the
ease and haz ohtained further evidenze documenting the interstate sale of the elephants. The case ts
currently being presented w the United Siates Antorney's Office in the Middle District of flarida, That
offiee will decide whedher criminal charpes will be filed.

Since this investigation i3 sull in progresz. we cannat provide any addimonal miormation 3t tiis time,
Please be assured, hiowever, that we sre commitied o enloreing 1, S. wildlife faws and protecting
endangsrert species.

We appreciate your and @ binterest in the progress and outcome of this case. 1f you or your
constinsent have addinonal quasnons about this matter, please sontze! me or Special Agent in Charge
James Gele, who tversees our enfimcement opemtiens i the Southeast, at (404) §79-7957,

Aorereiy.
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Bernitn A Perer
Chuef, (HAee of Law EfTurcement
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